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SUBJECT: TRAVEL TO MEXICO (ROBERT C. HILL) 

REF: STATE 199399 

1 . EMBASSY STRONGLY URGES DEPARTMENT DISCUSS WITH AMBAS- 
SADOR HILL DELAYING HIS VISIT TO MEXICO CITY UNTIL AFTER 
SEPTEMBER 1 INFORME. PRESS HAS ANNOUNCED THAT PRESIDENT 
HAS CANCELLED VIRTUALLY ALL APPOINTMENTS AND HAS SUSPENDED 
HIS WEEKEND TRAVELS TO MEXICAN STATE CAPITALS UNTIL ABOUT 
SEPTEMBER 5, IN ORDER TO DEVOTE FULL EFFORTS TO PREPARA- 
TION OF HIS FIRST STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE. FRENETIC 
DRAFTING WITHIN VARIOUS SECRETARIATS INDICATES THE HEAT 

IS ON. 

2. MEXICAN EMBASSY'S STATEMENT THAT "APPOINTMENT MAY BE 
DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN" WAS PROBABLY POLITE UNDERSTATEMENT. 
POSSIBILITY OF SEEING JLP WOULD, WE JUDGE, BE MUCH IMPROVED 
AFTER SEPTEMBER 1 AND PREFERABLY AFTER SEPTEMBER 5. DELAY 
IN AMBASSADOR HILL VISIT SHOULD NOT BE SO LONG AS TO CON- 
FLICT WITH INDEPENDENCE DAY CEREMONIES AND ACTIVITIES, 
SEPTEMBER 15-16. THOMPSON 
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